H3022

want to just correct the minority whip,
the Democratic whip. He is a man with
whom I have a great deal of agreement.
But I think he was wrong when he said
the rigid ideology of the people in
power today leads them to the view,
my way or the highway.

I wish that were the case. Mr. Speak-
er, as you well know from your own
committee position, the right wing ide-
ology are on the point of saying, my
way instead of the highway. Because so
rigid are they in their right-wing ide-
ology that we cannot even get a high-
way bill passed this year, as we cer-
tainly should, in the interest of the
transportation needs of this country
and the economy.

But I want to talk beyond that about
the work habits of the President. It is
clear that in addition to an excessively
rigid ideology we have an administra-
tion which is not very competent in a
lot of things. I do not think we have
seen a more incompetently executed
national security policy of a major sort
than Iraq in our history.

And I wonder why we get such poor
execution, even given that I disagree
with some of the things they are trying
to execute. Now it does become clear
one of the problems may be the Presi-
dent’s work habits.

On December 16 in an interview on
ABC News with Diane Sawyer, the
President boasted about how he does
not need to read the newspapers or,
presumably, watch television. He gets
his information, he says, from mem-
bers of his administration. When Diane
Sawyer said, ‘‘Is it just hard to read
constant criticism? He interjected,
“Why even put up with it when you get
the facts elsewhere? I am a lucky
man,”’ the President said. ‘I have got,
it is not just Condi and Andy, it is all
kinds of people in my administration
who are charged with different respon-
sibilities. And they come in and say
this is what is happening, this is not
what is happening.”

Well, Mr. President, you are being ill
served by this refusal to get inde-
pendent sources of information. You
got a lot of people who confuse what is
happening with what is not happening
and sometimes they do not tell you
anything.

Most recently we have the Secretary
of Defense who forgot to tell you that
we had a major debilitating problem
coming up with regard to the mistreat-
ment of prisoners. And he did not tell
you that.

Last year, in what I think you con-
sider to be, Mr. President, the single
most important domestic accomplish-
ment in the administration, did some-
one forget to tell you that the bill you
were telling us was going to cost $400
billion over 10 years was, in fact, going
to cost $5640 billion and that all of the
additional billion would go to the pro-
viders and none of it to the recipients?
Did someone forget to tell the Presi-
dent or did the President forget to tell
us?

Then, of course, we have the com-
ment by CIA Director George Tenet
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who told the President apparently that
it was a slam-dunk that there were
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.
Well, once again, we have a case on a
very important issue of the President
and, to quote his words, all kinds of
people in my administration were
charged with different responsibilities
and they would come in and say this is
what is happening and this is not what
is happening.

There is a serious problem, Mr. Presi-
dent. The time has come for the Presi-
dent of the United States to admit an
error in this case, I know he does not
like to do that, to admit that relying
on Secretary Rumsfeld or CIA Director
Tenet or Secretary Thompson or a
whole range of other people to give him
the information to brag about how he
eschews independent, factual sources is
a great mistake and may explain some
of the serious mistakes this adminis-
tration has made.

0ld sayings sometimes can be
overdone. Sometimes they have some
truth. There is a saying that ignorance
is bliss. Well, Mr. Speaker, there may
be context in which ignorance is bliss,
but the Presidency of the TUnited
States is not one of them.

The time has come for the President
to acknowledge the fact that his meth-
od of getting information only from
people within his own administration,
who may have their own motives for
misrepresenting or not giving him in-
formation that might be embarrassing
to them, that that has broken down,
and the time has come for the Presi-
dent to dip into the budget that he gets
and buy a subscription to some news-
papers and watch the TV news.

Mr. Speaker, I will insert into the
RECORD at this point the excerpt from
the interview with Diane Sawyer.

DIANE SAWYER. First of all, I just want
to ask about reading. Mr. President, you
know that there was a great deal of report-
ing about the fact that you said, first of all,
that you let Condoleezza Rice and Andrew
Card give you a flavor of what’s in the news.

PRESIDENT BUSH. Yes.

DIANE SAWYER. That you don’t read the
stories yourself.

PRESIDENT BUSH. Yes. I get my news
from people who don’t editorialize. They give
me the actual news, and it makes it easier to
digest, on a daily basis, the facts.

DIANE SAWYER. Is it just harder to read
constant criticism or to read——

PRESIDENT BUSH. Why even put up with
it when you can get the facts elsewhere? I'm
a lucky man. I've got, it’s not just Condi and
Andy, it’s all kinds of people in my adminis-
tration who are charged with different re-
sponsibilities, and they come in and say this
is what’s happening, this isn’t what’s hap-
pening.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers should bear in mind that remarks
in debate should be addressed to the
Chair and not to others as in the sec-
ond person.
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THE HOUSE SHOULD NOT PASS
H.R. 3722, UNDOCUMENTED ALIEN
EMERGENCY MEDICAL ASSIST-
ANCE AMENDMENTS OF 2004

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 20, 2004, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SOLIS) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, we heard
earlier from the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ROHRABACHER) his senti-
ments regarding H.R. 3722. This item is
on suspension and will be coming up
before us. It is known as the Undocu-
mented Alien Emergency Medical As-
sistance Amendments. That title is
somewhat misleading because, in fact,
what it requires is that our local hos-
pitals turn into what I see as law en-
forcement agencies and INS agents,
INS Immigration Service agents that
would soon be asking people who may
look or appear as though they are un-
documented to provide some proof or
verification that they are, in fact, full
citizens of the United States.

We do not do that in our schools.
Why do we have to do that in our hos-
pitals, especially when people are al-
ready fearful of coming forward to, say,
a local hospital and having to fill out
forms and then being told that, well,
you do not qualify because you are not
a U.S. citizen or you are undocumented
therefore we are going to call the INS
or Homeland Security and deport you?

What kind of fear does that place in
a community?

Well, I can tell you in a community
like mine in Los Angeles, California,
where the make-up of my district is
largely Hispanic or Latino, that is not
to say that they are all undocumented
and that is not to say that they do not
work and pay taxes; in fact, on the av-
erage I would say that the local immi-
grants in our communities pay about
$1,300 in taxes. They do not get that
money back in some cases because they
may not be documented. We know that.
That has been happening here in the
U.S.

But they pay into our tax base sys-
tem whether it is to go down and buy
a gallon of gas at $2.40 or $2.50 a gallon
now in Los Angeles, if they go down
and buy goods at the market or Home
Depot, they are paying sales tax. All
that then goes into our piggy bank, so
to speak, for the government. That
money then is set aside for public
health care institutions and private
health care institutions.

I would like to tell you that in my
district alone I received letters from
some of our private for-profit hospitals
that were adamantly opposed to this
piece of legislation because they see it
again as something that is going to
provide another layer of bureaucracy.
It will make them become INS agents.
They will have to fingerprint, photo-
graph, take digital photos and keep
files for 5 years on anyone that they
believe may be undocumented.

And I have to tell you that the kind
of feeling that I get when I hear about
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